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WELCOME MESSAGE

Dear Glendale Unified Students, Families, Employees and Community:

We are very excited to welcome our students back for in-person learning on August 18! We recognize the 
important benefits learning in a classroom with their teachers and spending time on campus with their 
friends have on our students’ academic growth and social emotional wellness. We are confident that the 
health and safety measures being implemented across our district are effective at keeping our students, 
employees, families, and community safe. 

We continue to refine and update our operations as new state and county public health guidance becomes 
available. We are proud to say that the health and safety measures and testing and contact tracing 
protocols we have implemented across our district have proven effective over the past school year and 
throughout this summer as we expanded in-person learning and extracurricular opportunities.

As educators and essential workers, our Glendale Unified school and district administrators, teachers, and 
support staff are committed to doing everything we can to meet the needs of children and families. We 
are working tirelessly to provide rigorous academic instruction and social emotional support for every 
student while ensuring the health and safety of our students, employees, families, and community. 

Thank you for your continued partnership and for entrusting your child’s education to our dedicated team 
of educators.

Sincerely,
Board of Education
Superintendent of Schools

BOARD OF EDUCATION

Shant Sahakian
President

Nayiri Nahabedian
Vice President

Greg Krikorian
Clerk

Jennifer Freemon
Member

Dr. Armina Gharpetian
Member

Superintendent of Schools
Vivian Ekchian, Ed.D.
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Glendale Unified intends to return all students for in-person learning for the 2021-22 school year. 
An independent study option will be available for students and families who need it.

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

• Students will be on campus 5 days a week for a full day of in-person instruction.

• GUSD Child Development and Child Care will provide before- and after-school 
programming for students who are enrolled in child care.

MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL

• Students will be on campus 5 days a week for a full day of in-person instruction.

• Students will move from one classroom to another and see all of their teachers in a block 
schedule format. 

• After-school programming will be available at middle schools for students who are 
enrolled in expanded learning.

WELCOMEBACK! We look forward to 
welcoming our students 
back to campuses on 
August 18!



-5-

We are proud to offer many new and improved services to support our 
students as they return to school:

LEARNING ACCELERATION

• Focus on grade level standards and additional strategic support for students to ensure 
they understand underlying concepts in order to master new learning as needed.

• Additional reading and math teachers to support elementary students.

• Additional teachers in secondary schools to provide more individualized instruction.

• Opportunities for one-on-one tutoring and personalized learning support.

• Block schedules implemented at all middle and high schools to allow deeper engagement 
in the content and more opportunities for teachers to target specific student needs.

• Increased course offerings for secondary students for enrichment and credit recovery.

• New, exciting digital content for all students, including virtual field trips, real-life cultural 
experiences, and more.

• Updated learning technology for all students who need it.

HEALTH AND WELLNESS

• More mental health services for students, teachers, and staff, such as one-on-one 
counseling, schoolwide wellness campaigns, and training for stress management and 
positive school culture.

• All schools staffed with a mental health therapist and mental health interns to provide 
one-on-one support for students.

• Weekly mindfulness activities and self-care resources provided for all students, teachers, 
staff, and families.

• Direct services for students with exceptional needs based on their Individualized Education 
Plan (IEP).

SUPPORT AND 
SERVICES
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DAILY HEALTH CHECKS

All students, employees, and visitors must complete a health 
check before arriving on campus. Glendale Unified uses a 
system called “Ruvna” to complete health checks for students 
and employees. Parents/guardians receive an email and/or 
text message from Ruvna each morning with a health check 
to complete prior to coming on campus, or questions can be 
answered verbally before entry.

RECESS/NUTRITION

Students may use playground equipment and enjoy sports 
during recess or nutrition following the latest state and county 
public health guidelines.

MEALS

Glendale Unified Nutrition Services provides breakfast, lunch, 
and an afternoon snack free of charge for all students each day. 
Students are also welcome to bring their own meals. Students 
may eat meals with their friends following the latest state and 
county public health guidelines.

BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS

Glendale Unified Child Development and Child Care provides 
free, in-person expanded learning opportunities, including 
academic, enrichment, and physical education activities for 
students who are enrolled in child care. 

ATHLETICS

Student athletes may continue to practice and compete 
following the latest state and county public health and  
California Interscholastic Federation (CIF) guidelines.

A DAY 
ON 

CAMPUS
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GUIDANCE FROM HEALTH OFFICIALS

Glendale Unified continues to update our health and safety 
measures based on guidelines from the California and Los Angeles 
County Public Health Departments.

MASKS

Based on the latest guidance from the California Department of 
Public Health, face masks are required for all students, employees, 
and visitors while indoors, regardless of vaccination status. Masks 
are optional for students, employees, and visitors while outdoors 
on our campuses. 

PHYSICAL DISTANCING

Glendale Unified continues to follow the latest physical distancing 
protocols from the Los Angeles County Department of Public 
Health.

HYGIENE

Handwashing sinks in restrooms and classrooms are stocked with 
soap and paper towels. Additional portable handwashing and 
sanitizer stations are available throughout our campuses.

COVID-19 TESTING

Glendale Unified offers voluntary asymptomatic testing for all 
students and employees on a regular basis.

VACCINATIONS

Glendale Unified has partnered with local community health 
organizations to offer multiple vaccination opportunities for our 
students, employees, and families.

HEALTH AND SAFETY PROTOCOLS

Glendale Unified implements strict protocols for quarantine, 
isolation, contact tracing, and notification in the event of a 
COVID-19 exposure to prevent the spread of the virus. Confirmed 
COVID-19 cases at school and district facilities are reported for the 
public in an online database at www.gusd.net/COVID19Dashboard.

OUR COMMITMENT TO
HEALTH AND SAFETY



CAMPUS HEALTH AND SAFETY: 
LAYERS OF MITIGATION

UPGRADED AIR FILTRATION SYSTEMS
MERV-13 filters have been installed at every Glendale Unified school and district 

facility. Additional HEPA filters are located in all classrooms and workspaces.

CLEANING AND DISINFECTING PROTOCOLS
Glendale Unified follows strict protocols for cleaning and disinfecting classrooms 

and work areas based on the latest state and county public health guidelines.

ISOLATION ROOMS
Each school has a designated area for students who demonstrate COVID-19 
symptoms during the school day to isolate until their parent/guardian picks 

them up. 

SIGNAGE
Signs are posted throughout school and district facilities reminding students, 
employees, and visitors to follow health and safety protocols, including mask 

wearing and frequent hand washing.
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Glendale Unified will offer independent study for the 2021-22 school year for any students who are 
unable to return to in-person learning.

• Families interested in enrolling their students in independent study should notify Glendale 
Unified Student Support Services by Monday, August 9.

• Students with exceptional needs will need to have their Individualized Education Plan (IEP) 
modified to address the request for independent study and adjust services.

• Students enrolled in independent study for the 2021-22 school year will have rights to return to 
their home school when they return to in-person learning. This includes students enrolled in our 
FLAG dual immersion and magnet programs and students attending school on a permit. 

GRADE PROGRAM LIVE INSTRUCTION  
WITH TEACHER

ELEMENTARY GRADES TK-3 GUSD Independent Study Daily Instruction 

ELEMENTARY GRADES 4-5 GUSD Independent Study Weekly instruction with  
daily check-ins

MIDDLE SCHOOL GRADES 6-8 GUSD Verdugo Academy Weekly instruction with  
daily check-ins

HIGH SCHOOL GRADES 9-12+ GUSD Verdugo Academy Weekly instruction with  
check-ins as-needed

* Glendale Unified independent study teachers will provide students and families with a weekly schedule 
of when live instruction and check-ins will take place.

If you wish to enroll in independent study for the 2021-22 school year, please call Glendale Unified 
Student Support Services at (818) 241-3111 x1283 or email IndependentStudy@gusd.net by 
Monday, August 9.

Learn more and find answers to frequently asked questions at www.gusd.net/IndependentStudy.

INDEPENDENT 
STUDY OPTION
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